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Population 

Demands 
• 70,000 kids in public JHS – 8th Grade  
• About 8,000 – 10,000 kids in private schools 
 
Supply 
• 400+ High Schools in 5 boroughs 
• 700+ HS programs 

 

COMPETITION 
 





Agenda 

• What is the NYC HS admission process ? 

• Do I qualify ? 

• Three Different HS Process 

– Specialize High Schools  (exam) OPTION 

– LaGuardia High School  (audition) OPTION 

–Regular (Mandatory) 



NYC HS Admission Process 

Two words 

• CHOICE 

• Paperwork 
–Request For Testing 

(RFT for specialized HS) 

–High School application 







3 Options 























LaGuardia HS 



70,000 – public JHS 8th Grade kids 

 

• Each year ~ 28,000 take the exam (SHSAT) 

• Roughly ~  5,200  OPTIONAL offers are made 
to one of the 8 exam high schools 

• Brooklyn Technical - largest with 1,900 offers 

• Bronx HS of Science – 1,020 offers 

• Stuyvesant HS -  < 1,000 offers 







SHSAT Ticket 

















Up to 12 Choices – ONE Offer 









IMPORTANT 

• You apply to a program – not a high school 

 

• Some high schools only have one program 

 

• Some high schools have multiple programs 

 

• ALL are listed in the 500 page HS Directory 





To get an offer ? 

Four (4) factors to getting an offer 

















#3 Admission Method 





Audition 





Screened 



Seats reserved by ELA Category (16% High, 68% Mid, 16% Low) 



Educational Option (Ed Opt) 





Screened for Language 





Limited Unscreened 





Zoned 





Unscreened 















Tip #1 





Tip #2 





Tip #3 





Tip #4 



Match ? 



Special Education ? 



ESL/ELL ? 



Next Steps ? 



Keep in touch ? 


